
Chad McAlister
Star Teacher

After having Mr. McAlister as a teacher of  multiple classes throughout high school, I believe 

that he stands out as my most influential teacher.  I have discovered from his legendary AP 

English class that I can push through any challenge – trust me when I say challenge – and feel 

so rewarded by my hard work in the end.  However, although it definitely feels satisfying to  

have the ability to recognize an Oxford comma or to decipher The Canterbury Tales, I also value 

the life lessons that I have gathered from him.

Mr. McAlister has convinced me that traveling and reaching beyond oneself  are some of  the 

most important things a person can do.  Whether by exploring Greece or a nearby art museum, 

I have been inspired to experience as many things as possible in life.  He has also taught me to 

seize every opportunity that comes about, motivating me to constantly better myself  and learn 

new things beyond just schoolwork. 

If  a lunchbox is left unattended in his classroom, it is almost certain that Mr. McAlister has 

raided it for Oreos or other snacks, stating that one must take advantage of  the opportunities 

that they have been given.  I admire that he has also shown by example that there is no shame  

in making mistakes, which is something I truly needed to learn.  Once, he left a pen uncovered 

in his pocket until it emptied into a massive ink stain on his shirt, and from that, I learned to try 

to make the best out of  any situation.

Mr. McAlister has mainly influenced me with his supportive attitude.  He has always been 

genuinely willing to listen to and help his students with anything, constantly encouraging.           

I have learned to believe in myself  because he believed in me, and I hope to make him proud   

in the future.
 
Caroline Womack
Ashbrook High School
Star Student 2017

Gaston County Schools

Joseph Yavelak
Star Teacher

Throughout my four years at Highland School of  Technology, I have been incredibly 
fortunate to be surrounded by such a great faculty that is genuinely concerned with  
students’ success. Not only is everyone’s dedication truly outstanding, but their  
persistence in consistently pushing us to become the best versions of  ourselves and  
to reach our full potential is something I have come to really appreciate. In that way,  
Mr. Yavelak is the epitome of  a Star Teacher. 

I have had Mr. Yavelak for Precalculus, AP Statistics, and currently, AP Computer Science 
Principles over the last three years. His incomparable teaching style, remarkable ability to 
explain complicated concepts in simple terms, and overall presence to answer the many 
questions that I had has enabled me to develop a solid foundation for all math I might 
encounter in college and in the future. 

I specifically remember the time when Mr. Yavelak asked me what I wanted to major 
in, and as a sophomore, I was still at a loss. He strongly encouraged me to enroll in AP 
Computer Science Principles, and I did. His class has undoubtedly pushed me out of  my 
comfort zone and has exposed me to an entirely new field that I was previously aware  
existed, but knew next to nothing about. In all, I’ve really enjoyed his class, especially 
since he made it as interesting and collaborative as he could. At the same time, I found it 
quite enlightening as well since it enabled me to realize that computer science might not 
be the best fit for me to pursue. For that, I will always be thankful.

I cannot thank you enough, Mr. Yavelak, but thank you so much for everything. 

Priya Shah
Highland School of  Technology
Star Student 2018


